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Tn Two parts. 


be Firſt concerning mans unfitneſſe to diſpute againſs 
© the Decrees of God: out of Rom. g.20. 
The Second tending to Aſſert and (leare Gods Abſolute 
b-” Fleftion of a Limited and certaine Number unto Eter« 
\- nall Liſe: outof Acts 13.48. - 
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HONORABLE 
MY 
Lord BRADSHAWE 
Lord Chiefe Jultice of Cheſter, 


My Noble Lord, | | 
——2q Late Author in- his feverall 


Treatiſes wherein he endea- M* 7**rce: 


vours todefend (1 will not (a 
the 4rminian, Tenets, becaule 
he is unwilling to have them {o 
ſRiled, but,which 1s all one)Free- 

will and Conditionall elettion, 
© whether becauſe he was touched with compunGti- 
= on tor his formererrors, as he thinks them; orelſe 
= to make his preſent opinions more taking and 
lauſible (as if he had not fell into them by chance, 
* but gotthem after much and ſerious ſtudy) I fin 
” that befrequently doth uſher them in, by protel- 
+ fog that he was once a C@winift ( for that ic 
Z A 2 ſeems 


who,according to Scripture {of 1 Calvin was 
the beſt Interpreter,that God hath yer vouchſafed 
his Church) do maintaine Abſolute Predeſtination ) 
but be was friebted into his wits (for ſo he is ple:- 
ſed to play upon himſete) by conſidering the Hoy. 
rible conſequences of Abſolute Reprobation, 

Were { willing ro make my ſelfe worke in this 
time of my retirement here, by engaging with a 
Perſon, who is,as ſome thinke very able, I am ſure 
yery confident,and very Angry;I would nor deſire 
greater advantage then theſe few words of his 
might give me: for to be an Arminian, Imeane 
an Aſſerter of {niverſall Redemption, and of thoſe 
other Tenets which lead to it or flow from it, a 
yery little paines will lerve the turne; and every 
'man'is ſo Naturally apt to makehimſelfe a ſharer 
with God, and to cozen himſelfe with hopes of 
mercy, that it is a much harder matter to eſcape 
thoſe opinions, then to attaine them. - Beſides 
for any to be'deferred from- the maintenance of 
any truth in Theſ;, becauſe it ſeemes attended with 
unanſwerable difficulties, and many 11! conſequen- 
ces, is. tomy thinking very unreaſonable: ſince if 
that may be admitted, all the myſterious part of 
our Religion-which containes the Credexda muſt 
never expect erther to be entertained or defended. 
I might adde farther,that tor any to be friehted into 
bs wits, is a thing altogether unuſuall: and it ic 
bath indeed. in this matter ſo fared with that Gen- 

| | tleman 


» r® I 
ON. ». + 


Davtcarony. 


_ d, hieis rhe firſt who can boaſt of the Expe- 


my Lord,I am not defirous to diſpute at all 

ir e matters, much lefle with one,who is ſo ta- 

yup with abuſing perſons of greater worth, that 

7 find leafure to take notice of one (6 In- 

MP enic as my ſelfe-onely entending to handle 

'fome part of that queſtion whichis now in conteſt, 

>» I muſt crave leave to profeſle, that I never yet was 

_ fatisfied, but chat thoſe fatall conſequences, what- 

| ever they are,which are thought to attend Abſolute 

| Aeprbi, they do as farre as I can fee equally 

oapany Gods Preſcience, of which yet this 

- Gentleman is a zealous affertour. -| For if God 

© doreſees who will retuſe the meanes of Grace, he 

= foreſces likewiſe that he will affiſt one and not 2no- 

ther: and that without ſuch particular Divine aſſ- 

+ © ftnce It is impoſſible any ſhould believe and be 

_ ſaved. Now what is this elſe, but for men at long 

- ronne, after much time miſpent in wrangling, to 

© have recourſe unto Gods Abſolute but yet iſeri- 

7 minating Wil! and Power, whichat their fiſt ſer- 
: ting out "they were defirous to decline. | 

=. As tor thoſe Tragicall ſtories and dreadful] No- 

| things, wherewith that Gentlemans writings, -and 

| before him CA 4 Synodaliaare ſtuffed; concerning 

© God's cruelty, Tyranny and I know not whatelſe— 

& As alſo the vaine and impertinent declaiming from 

+ the common places of Gods Fuſtice, and mercy, 


_ to enerv2te or at-leaſt ro Enveigh _ 
Gods 


Gods Abſohate,Irreſeſtable;anid natrounteble Sove- 
ratenty- All this terrible talke is nothing but Noiſe 
and Flouriſh, fie indeed to amuſe a country Audito» 
ry,0; toimpoſe upona lazy and fuperficiall reader; 
but certainly of very little weight with them; who 
dare nat. befiiglhted from, nor talked out of their 
faith, '2nd who thinke Scripture truths are to be 
embxaced and followed, in {pite of all mens corrupt 
and empty;reaſonings.againft them. 

Out of the;Scriptures therefore I have underta- 
ken briefly co demonſtrate theſe two things, 

Firſt, Thet mhatever opinion is manifeſtly rewea- 
led in Scripture ,(ſuch as I take Abſolute Reproba- 
tion to be) to arexe againſt it, and by Artifices of 
Humane Wit, and Elequence to ſeek to overthrow 
and diſgrace it, this is nothing elſe but to diſpute a+ 
gainſs God, and impiauſly ta be wiſe above what is 
Written. 

Secondly, That God hath from all Eternity 
deſigned a particular Number nnto Eternall life, 
and that this Election is Abſolute, From whence it 
tollowes,that all thoſe who are not by God in that 
Ac of Abſolute: Eleion appointed to life, they 
are reprobated,t, Deſigned for deſtruction; which 
Decree is Abſolute, made by Soveraigne Will, 
but Executed injuſtice | 


And this my Lors, is the fumme of the Enſuing 
Treatiles; far the publiſhing of which, next to the 
care,every: Chuiſtian ſhould: have to ſee the Truths | 
of Gad, ſofarre as theyare revealed -to him _ 5 
| L rea fm 


4 - 
$9 &. 
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WF - 
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Duvicarory. 


tedand freed from cavill, eſpecially: in a contra- 
Zdi&ging,and every way tooquarrelſomeAge;T have 
= no one outward motive more prevailing with we, 
= then my, perhaps too great, Ambition of preſen- 
ng ſomething to your Lordſhip, whereby I might 
— teſtify ro the World, not onely that reall eſteeme 
Thave of your Lordſhip's fingular worth and emi- 
-nence in generall, but likewiſe to manifeſt in parti- 
cular how mindtull I am of thoſe many ſignall and 
Unparallelled markes of Favour, whichY ou have 
{been pleaſed to conferre upon my ſelfe; for which, 
- though the ſervice of my whole life will be too 
- poore and meane a ſacrifice, and no endeayour can 
amount to deſerve the name of requitall, yet I 
* could not but thinke it my duty to ſtudy an ac- 
* knowledgment:which Zeale of mine,if your Lord- 
- ſhip Gents either to accept or pardon, I have at- 
- reined my end; For TI aime at nothing more then 
- the Honour of being owned for 


My Noble Lord 


Tour Loraſhip's moſt __ moſt thank- 


full, and moſt Humble devoted Ser- 


Vant , 


EDdvv. BAG$SHAVVE, 


Ch.Ch. 


Decemb, 20. 
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Romans 9. 20, 
Nay but 0 man who art thoa that 
replieſt azainſt God. 


bb II PET He Apoſtle in this Chapter han that 
' Ar = great queſtion, why the 7ewes, —___ 
-. BY9d R 5d C the Apoſtles own confeſſion, heires and 
Intl Eel Children of che Promiſes, ſhould. now. be 
Ja el omitted and caſt off, and the Gentiles, 
 ESEQREZS that before were Aliens, ſhould now be 

EE admitted and taken into the Covenant of Grace tn C briſt, 
” hefixeth it upon God's Eledtion: who being a moſt free A- 
gent chooſeth one and refuſeth another, according to His 
good pleaſwre,and not out of any forel1ght of their Workes, 
= whether goodor bad; for /acob was loved and Eſan hated, 
Lg gvey before they had done eather good or E villverſ.1 I, 

”  — This Doctrine ſo much detracting from the merit, and 
© thereby abaſing the pride of man, the Apoſtle foreſaw 
” would not becafily digeſted,and therefore he Repears and 

* Anſwers the moſt- obvious of thoſe objections, which 

| were likely upon a rationall account to be made againſt 

* it; and which in ſhort doe containe the ſumme of whar- 

$ ever can be urged in-this point. 24d: + 2 .& if 

| The firſt Objection'is couched. verſ,lg. What aud we 
WI en s there aavighetenſa ſe eB GrIY 1: a? 10G 
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Man's Unfitnefie to Diſput 


As if the Apoſtle had ſaid. —You may object: if it be (o, 
that the* reaſon wby- onc:man. belicvems. and-ancther doth 
not ; and 3), VHEr Fs am one man ſhall be-ſaved and 
another damned, be onlyfrom God's Eleftion,and not from 
their merit, doth not this argue ſome wnrighteouſs neſſe 7 
Ged? a kind of injuſt oemman41+, Or reſpett of Perſcrs, 
thus. to..preſerre, one man. before; another ? -. For--ag all 
men are equall by naturg, ſo it ſeemes to be moſt juſt and 
reaſonable , that they ſhould be equall in condition 
£00; & not this vaſt difference;as to their finall eſtate, to be 
- put between the,wichout any deſert or merit ofthe parties. 

To the Objection.thus framed, the Apoſtle returnes a 
double Anſwer. © Wnt 

1.I1na phraſe of abhorrency-1s there unrighteouſneſſe wit) 
GodiGod forb$44. et not fuch a thought cater 1nto our hearts; 
for whatever the iſſue of Gods dealings may be,yer,as to the 
cauſe of the, rhis foundation {tanderh ſure, that God # ri9h- 
trons in all bis doings, and will be juſtified when be is ju 7 

in the-example of Pharaoh, whom, 


= By inſtanc 
God faith;be raiſed for this very pwrpeſe to manifeſt His Glory, 


from whence the Apoſtle concludes--v. 18.7þat God hath 
mercy, . ou whom he will have mercy, and whom hewill be 
| karboerh== $. that we are not to looke for any outward 
cauſe of Gods actings, for he is not tied to mans endea- 
vouryince all our good is from him ,and therefore can me- 
rit nothing at his hands: He ordaines bappineſle , and 
beſtowes holineffe on whom he pleaſes; they are both free- 
gifts,we cannor naturally deſerve the one,nor are we wil- 
ing to defire che 'other---Gvod therelore- harflens-- i.He 
lets the ſinner þe a ſinner» ſtilt;' he doth nottemove the 
ſtone, *but lets men perſiſt and goe on in their naturall 
hardneſle, for he is not obliged to his creacure, but acts all 
things, both in mercy or otherwiſe, ;according.to he Dis 
ctares of his © Ab{ghare, Soveraigne and Vraccountable Will. 
This Anſwer being)ſd ftrict-and (ever, as kaving the 
IEEE os Srenenl 


»\ 4s." > wt" - un 0 — td Aint MEE® 
hn PRI? "4 a w - ox Fry. - 4 . «% 
a JD.” 
WA T2 % 
+ 
ED. : z 
: 


© "aqanſt the Derrtes of cid. 
jeateſt part 06.mankand-in an hopeleſle and irrecoverable 
rohGiti6,rtis objecred again.vA 9-T hou wilt thenſayuntome, 
Ewby doth te yet find faxis,for who hath reſiſted biowilſdi.\f x be 
> ſo,that 3r i nor m1 him that wills,nor in bim that runs, bat on- 
ty in God that ſhowes mercy:if by any action of ours, bare- 
* yas ſuch, wecan neither merit Heaven, nor eſcape Hell; 
Woarwilkaretyed up ſoclofe to the will of God,chat like 
— leſſer wheeles they move onely as that great mover: doth 
| guide them?<rhen, why is God fo Angry with fin and ſin- 
- ners? .'Why doth he forbid, dehort, and threaten by his 
- Prophets! To what end ſerve all thoſe examples of ven- 
— /geance, which we-tremble to read of ? for ifit be ſo with 
us, we may be miſerable, but we cannot be finfull, if our 
- ſpirits be pur into an unſuitable frame,ſo as that we walke 
- contrary to God, it is our {ad neceſlity and not our fault; 
+ fince none can alter, much leſſe refft the will of God, which 
- alone hath made us ſo. 
>.” Andnow the Objection being preſſed to ſuch a degree 
- of umpiery, that it doth: racitely- lay the guilt: of alkmens 
 Tranſgreflions upon God, the Apoſtle thinkes it high time 
to cut off all farther Arguing, which he doth in theſe 
 words—-—N ay, but what art thos,O man,who replieft arainſf 
Goa? Asifhe badſaid-Doft thou know who thou art, 
thou bold inquiſitive creature, or who it is thou dealeſt 
— with? Conhidet that thou arc bur'a man,” and wilt thou 
2 queſtion thy Maker's Juſtice ? Forbeare vaine preſumptu- 
= ous man, ſtand off,and lay thy hand uporr thy mouth, for 
” Godisin the Buſh, God is at the bortome ot this diſpute, 
> and therefore admire with revexence, what thou canit not 
” comprehend with reaſon.. _ 
©  Sothatthe words are a ſhort, but yet ſharpe, confuta- 
| \tionof all carnall reaſonings inthe matters of God: fuch 
> Debates are evinced not-onely to be finfull, bur hke- 
- wiſe unreaſonable, by a threefold Argument lying in theſe 
E B 2 | 1, The 


4 IWaw's Unfitneſſe t0 Diſpute 


1. The firſt is raken from the meanneſſe and contemprible- 
meſſe_of the perſw diſputing; und that is man: The Apoſtle 
brings him in with a 2% Ts! What art Thew! as if he was 
of ſoſlight a make and value; that he fell under no defini- 
tion. What art thou O man ! 

2. From the Greatneſſe and Incomprebenſible Excellence of 
the Per ſon diſputed againſt, and that 15 God—a name able to 
ſtrike dumbe and coufound the ' moſt exalted reaſon. 
—What art thou © man who diſputes againſt God ? 

3. From the Abſurd,Sawcy and Malapert manner of car- 
rying on the Diſpute; it is. not modeltly making an Ob. 
jection, - or propoſing a doubr and ſo away; but a reſolved 
perſiſting in the Cavill; a kind of challenging God to vy 
Arguments with him. The word 15—Armmuplriole:— 
To anſwer againe and againe;, never to give over, to chop 
Logick with God, to ſeek to nonplus him, and to drive his 
Almighty Power and Wiſdome to an abſurdity. 

" So that here is man;vaine man, not diſputing but Cavil- 
| that not with his fellow=creature but with God- - 


put all this on ane ry, Ignorant,'Wretched Man, 
ith a Perfect, 


conteſting w Wiſe and Allmighty God;and 
that in ſuch a way too,as if Man were the better,& the wi- 
ſer of the too.Strange folly,madneſſe & impudence,this/& 
whoever gives his reaſon the reines, & will reſolve to 
ipute when To ſhould obey, muſt needs be guilty of it. 

The words thus explained and divided may be fummed 
up tn this one Propoſition-or DoGrine—viz. 

Aan,in whatever Capacity conſidered, is not a Competent 
rage the Equity and faſtice of the proceedings, waies and 
Comnſells of Godjn the diſpeſing aud Ordering of bis Crea- 
ares 4 | 


This may be demonſtrated two waies 

* +" T, Firſt, from the quality and nature of the Perſon fudg- 
ing, and that is Man. | &Þ- 
2, Secondly, from the Duality and narare of the things 
| a to 
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——  agalyſftthe Durrof God Z 
Whr judged. The Wayes and Counſells of God. a 
= Intche Firſt I ſhall prove that mas 5 mot fit to 


. + e, 
AJ Pug the Second I ſhall prove that the Comnſells of God, 
| neither do nor Can fall under mans Fudgement. 
- =» For theFirſt, viz. That an ts not fit ro Fudge, it will 
| becleare, ifwe conſider that there are Two things, eſpe- 
cially requiſite to qualify a man to be a Judge. 
| I. Ability or Skill. 
2. Anthority or Power. And Man wants both in 
this Caſe. 
1, Firſt, Man wants Ability or Skill. Vaine man, 
faith fob, would be wiſe, though he be borne like the wild aſſe 
- Colt, --1e. Man would ſtill reteine his Ambitious Hu- 
* mourof pretending to kyow Good and Evill, he would {till 
- exalt hitnſelfe, and be /ike God; although that very Deſire 
' has made him become, like the Beaſts which periſh, Raſh, 
*” Heady, and Impertineat. For ſince our Fall, Pride has ta- 
* kenup the Place of Reaſon; and Arrogance fills that 
Roome, which Knowledge poſſeſſed before. As in a vet 
ſell, when Water, or the more ſolid body goes out, pre- 
ſently Aire comes in. 4 = : 
> © To take a Bricfe Survey of mans Wedkneſſe and Inabi- 
- hty, we will conſider him 
| | 1 In Himſelte. 
2 As compared to God. | 
— + 7 Firſt, Conſider Man in himfelfe, and then ] may aske 
> the Queſtion, which our Apoſtle doth here, What art ther 
= O Man? Declare us thy 'Originall, diſcover thy Excel 
& lence, where lies thy Worth? whence comes thy Prehie- 
| minence? Suryey thy Ourt-fide, and tell me what ſeeſt 
| thou? a rotten periſhing Carkaſſe! As our Saviour ſzid of 
- the Tombes, how glorious ſoever they ſeemed; yer they 
© were but Tomber, ' ie. Charnell-houſes; Faire without, 
* but Rotten within. So the moſt Peautiſull and Specions 
bo F. B 3 ; ou t-ſde, | 
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G61.18, 27. 


Jaward and Hidden worth: 'what is that Principle which 
| m 


out-{ide, Deck ir, 'Piſguiſe ,. Trimme and ' Adorne it 
how you wall, yer ics {till but Daft, -yon may change 
and vary its ſhape, you cannot change and alter irs fub- 
ſtance.” Duſt hoy art, ſaid God to Adam, and to d:/t 
ſhalt thow returne. Was not this a fad tory tor Adam to 
heare; when be chought of nothing elle, but of deins, as 
the Divell had promited him, like wnto God knowing goood 


- andevill: God doth preſently undeceive him, by mundins 


him of his Originall, and celling hum what would be the 
Exit of all his Borrowed Glory. This no doubt did leyell 
his Thoughts, and lay low thoſe Proud Imaginations, 
which otherwiſe might have ceazed him; fince a Casket of 
fo. meanc a value, can ſcarce be conceived to conteine in 
it a Jewell of any Excellens Price. _, 

1 will net, faies-God, alwaies ftrive with man, for that he 
Alſo ts fleſh: which may be interpreted, for that he is of 
the ſame weak, Fraile, and Infirme Nature with other 


.Creatnares. Wherein God ſeemes to make it as an Ar- 


gument of his Bearing with man, becauſe Man was Fe, 
Le, unable to beare what God was able to lay upon 
him. But if God drawes an Argument of Compaſlion 
from Mans Frailty, _ not we from thence hkewile to 
draw an A! Submiſſion ? If God is pleaſed to 
forbear puniſhing-and ſtriving with us, becauſe we are 
but Fleſs, ought not we for the ſame Reaſon much more 
to forbear judging of, and contending with him? This uſe 
did Abreham make of it. Behold, ſaith he, 7 have now ta- 
ken upon me to ſpeaks nnto the Lord, who am but Duſt and 
Aſter: Abrahans \ookes upon it as a Boldneſſe, for which 
he ſeems to aske Pardon, that he undertook ſo much as 
to ſpeak to God, ſince he was but Dnſt and Aſvrs, bow 
much leſſe. do we thinke for the ſame reaſon would he 
have offercd tobave diſputed with him? But 

.-Secondly, look into man @ little nearer, and ſearch his 


ca 


” agdaftthe Drorrecaf God. 
em ordinarily do.ſomuch boaſt of and magnify? 
al it Rewſon! and pray what 3s Reaſon? Is it not that 4vy4s 
0; a194on& that Carnall or; Ammall man, which: cannot * ©7+11:14+ 
* enceive the things of God, and looks wpcn all the Aftings 
the Holy Spirit as Folly Certainly -a fmall wind will al 
= our Saile, if ſuch a Principle of knowledge as this can 
"paſſe us up: -litcle cauſe have we to boaſt of that, which 
— colbusſo:deare, and is ſo littlewarth: for as roger Rea- - 
* fon, we loſt Paradiſe, ſo till we: renounce our Reaſons; 
We can never recover tt. 
But take Reaſon at us beſt and higheſt ,Elevation, Sa- prov.2o, 27: 
lomon fayes it is the Candle q the Lok and ſhall the Can- 
dle ſay to the Sun, thou hat no Light in thee? Shall our 
- Faint, Glimmering, and Derivative Luſtre, preferre or 
- oppoſe it ſelfe to the Fountaine, from which it iſſued? 
There #s a Spirit in man, (aith fob, but the Inſpiration of the cap. 32.8, 
| Almighty giveth underſtanding: and do we think he gave it 
- fortheſe purpoſes, to argue and diſpute his doings? ſo 
- much to abuſe and miſimploy our Talent, is certainly a 
-— greaterſin, and will bring down a greater-Puniſhment, 
| then barely nor to uſe it. 
-*Jn ſhort, mans Reaſon at its beſt and utmoſt extenr, 
= 5a Narrow, Shrunke. and Limited thing, in Spiritual 
- things altogether blind and perverſe: in Naturall things-. 
-— either Jgnorant, or onely changing 1gnorance-into Un- 
= certainty: and ſhall a man fo much ſtretch this Principle, 
as by it ro condemne his Maker? ſhall we with this ſcant- 
bt ling meaſure Infinity? or ſer our ſelves Judges in the high- 
= eltadmimfſtrations of Providence, who cannot demon- 
©, Rrarively prove the Motion of the ſmalleſt Atome? what | 
| is this bur ro. darken Connſell by words withour knowledge, Foo 38-2. 
© put a Falſe Comment upon a Cleare Text,and to blurre 
© the beauty of Providence with ogr Perverſe and ſhort- 
- fighted Interpretations, F 
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you conſider him as compare to God. It is not for no- 
thing here \that the Apoſtle -:dorh - put this. da, 
Whoart thew,, 0 Man; that replſeſt againſt God? but he 
does it, thereby to aggravate the Sintull Preſumption of 


the Diſputer, it was againſt God, therefore the more 
heinous; :And indeed a man: can never know his owne 
Weakneſſe and Imperiettion aright, till he has loſt- him- 
ſeife in contemplating 'the Vait Abyſſe and Ocean of 
Gods Perfection: asif we would exactly know whether 
a thing be little or not, we do not ule to ſet it by fome- 
thing that is leſſe, but to compare it unto ſomething 
Greater,as a Sparke to the Flame,a Drop to the Ocean,and 
like, So. 1n this caſe, wile a man Centers in him- 
leife, and-drawes all his Linesinward; he may perhaps 
leaſe himſelfe with ſome thoughts of Selfe-[afficiency, 
t when he once goes out of himlelfe, and takes a ſtrict 
view of the Amazing Greatneſſe and Majeſty, which God 
diſcovers even in his works of Providence, then doth a 
man preſently begin to perceive his own, Emptineſſe. For 
ſuppoſe a man were kept up cloſe impriſoned in a Dun- 
all his dayes, and it after ſome time of Durance there 

in that Horror and Darkeneſſe, he ſhould by chance have 
a liccle Glimpſe of hghr let in co him at a ſwall Cranny, 
how infinitely would be be delighted and pleaſed with it; 
bur if afterwards he were taken from thence, and by de- 
on fitted to endure, and then placed in full == Lind 
ly would he-loath his former plaee of Re- 


Kraint and Bondage? It is ou with a man, who by 


degrees is taken off from elſe, and prepared to a 

ocene Diſcoyery of Gods excellence. When I conſider, 

the Pſalmiſt, the Heavens, which are the worke of thy 

: band-— it followes preſently, what is man that thew art 

Pſ.18. y: 3,4. avindfull of him, or the Son of Xan that thou con idereſt 
him? upon Godin the Glory and Brightneſſe of his 
Appearances and then: all Conceits of Humane Excel- 


lence. 


4 Jpainſt the Decrees of Godt. 


mcewill preſently vaniſh, as Starres do diſappeare-ac 
= Certaine it is, that if men- were more frequent and 
ſerious in the contemplating of Gods Power and Wiſe- 
- dome, they would not be fo taken up with thoughts of 
-— their own; a want of comparing our own emprtineſle to 
- Gods fullneſfe, is the only thing that doth moſt pufte us up 
- and ſwell us A —_ Inſtance of this may be ſeen 
in the Caſe of fob, he finding himſelfe under a great 
Preſſure, and feeling, as he thought, bard meaſure from 
God, grows Impatient, and ſeems to long for nothing 
. more, then that he might diſpute with God, thinking no 
-— doubt but he had ſo much to ſayin his own behalfe, as 
- would poſe even God lumfelfe ro anſwer. Hence are 
thoſe Pailionate Expreſſions, --0h that a man might plead 
- With God, 4s a man pleades for his Neighboxr, and Ob! that cap.16. 
Thnew where 1 might find him, that 1 might come even to his Cay. 312. 314 
Seat! [ would order my Cauſe before him, and fill my month 
with Arguments. '1.e. 1 would Diſpute and Argue the 
- Caſe with him: his rriends diflwade* him from this At- 
© tempt all they can, they cell hum over and over, that he 
© forgets himſelfe in turning his Spirit againſt God, and in let= cap, 15,15; 
t ting ſuch words goe ont of his month. And when that would | 
not take him off, E/:h# undertakes to anſwer in Gods 
2 behalfe, andurgeth againſt him, that God greater than 
£3 Man, and pives no account of his Matters. That his Conn- cap. 34+ 23, 
 fells are Inſcrutable, for touching the Almighty who can 
” - know him, or [carch him out unto ey a0 With many 0= ©P- 37+ 73+ 
= therarguments tothe ſame purpole, yer ſtill fob remains 


© unſatisfied, and nothing bur diſputing with God himſelfe 
| will content him. Well! at laſt God'doth condiſcend to 
anſwer his Curioſity: and what is the Iſſue? when once 
God doth mind him of his Power, | that all we ſee or feele 
> 1s only an Effe& and Product of his Goodneſle: when e- 
= ven the moſt common and ordinary Phenemena of Na- 


CG: ns ture, 
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Fob.z8, 


63P.40.2,3 34+ 


ture, viz, Haile, Snow, Raine, &c. are evinced to be be- 
yond the reach of mans Reaſon to comprehend, then ?ob 

tly alters his Note, hets not now tor Diſputihg any 
longer, but ſinkes into an humble Acknowledgment. Ze. 
hold I ams vile, faith he, what ſball 1 an{[wer thee? I will lay 
my hand upon my month--- A dejected ſenſe of our own 
vileneſſe is wal likely to be the Reſult of comparing our 
ſelves to Gods Excellence. . 

Thus man wants Ability to Judge. 

29. Secondly, as man wants Abzliry, fo likewiſe he wants 
Authority, which is the Eſpeciall Requiſite to conſtitute a 
Judge. When one came to our Saviour to ask his Reſo- 
ſution in a caſe of a Civill concernment, our Saviour, 
though he had all power in him, yet ating as Man, refu- 
ſed ro meddle, arid askes him, Who made me a fudge? So 
Taske rhee, thou Bold Diſpurer, whoever thou art, who 
made thee a Judge? and by what Authority doſt thou ar- 
pune theſe things? if thou haſt no Warrant, nothing in the 
Word of God to ſhew to juſtify thy Confidence, thou 
art not only a Raſh and Ignorant Cenſurer, but an Im- 
pudent Intruder. Ifind in Scriptuce murmuring repro- 
yed, Diſputiag forbidden, and nothing but Obedience 
required. Wilt thou then upon no better a Ground, then 
becauſe thou art unſatisfied with the Juſtice or Reaſona- 
bleneffe of fuch and ſuch a Proceeding, take upon thee 
ro found the Depths of God, and to call him to thy Tri- 
bunalP what? ſhall the 7wdge of a!l the Earth be now ar- 
raigned at thy Barre, and gsve thee Account of bis Matters? 
or elſe thou wilt charge upon him Folly, Injuſtice or Cru- 
elry, withother things, which 1 Tremble ro Thinke of. 
Lo jure! bow comes this about, let us know when God 
parted with his Prerogative, and made you his Overſeer? | 

| The Apoſtle Zames commanding thoſe to whom he 


' writes, wor 20 ;H one of another, he gives this Reaſon 


for it, becauſe thereby they fhowld judge the: Law, which tor= 
bids all Uncharitable Parkbinine But, ſaith he, 5f chow 
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Fudge the Law, thos art no longer a Doer the Lev, but 4 
| Oh ve, i, e. Thou arta which God never intended 
thee, he gives his Law to be a Rule of thy Obedience, 
{2 and mot *Subjec of thy Reaſoning. So ſay I here, it any 
-— takes upon him to Judge Gods proceedings, i.e. if thou 

his wayes in thy Ballance , " thou mea- 

furelt bim thy Line,if thou doeſt Limit & circumlcribe 
= ny mpaſle, and ſo proceedeſt to paſle Sentence 

| im; un thus caſe thou art no longer a Servant of the 
| Lords, but a Judge: and then thou mayeſt expe& and 
 feare what will follow , for if ſo many periſhed at one 
- time barely for looking into the Arke; and if he that 
judges another, though bis fellow-creature, is threatned 
ro be Fudge, how much ſorer Puniſhment, how much ſe- 
yerer Judgment ſhall he expet, who thus provokes the 

Lord by Judging, Cenſuring, and even Condemning him? 

So much for the fir Reaſon: that Man is not fit 
to Judge. 
The ſecond Reaſon is taken from the Nature and 


Quality of the things Judged, they are the Wayes, Coun- 
ſells, and racy” 4 s of God, and fo cannot fall under 


Mans Judgment. Thus the Apoſtle doth argue 2 p45: As 
no man can know the things of man, but the Spirit of man 
/ mg : ſo-nen? hens, Ahern s of God, but the Spt- 1 Cor. 11.11, 
rit of God. Shall God be God, and —_—_— peculiar wayes 
and Methods of Acting, not ta be fathomed or under- 
ſtood by man? He himſelfe hath told us to prevent our | 
ſearch, that his wayes are not as our wayes, nor his thoughts If. 4. 8, 
as or rhows hts. He 1s not tied to our Narrow Definitions 
of Juſt and Injuſt, they are words onely that bind us, bur 
- . can lay no conſtraint upon him, who acts, like himſelfe, in 
|  @ Soveraizne and Vnlimred manner. Now, aS1n an En- 
 gine, it we do not ſee the Springs and W heelesthat move 
- 1t, it is impoſſible we ſhould know how or which way it 
AI will rurne; ſo ſince we cannot difcerne or diſcover the 
I» C 2 Prin- 


Tc. 3. 14. 


x Fob. 5. 4: 


Tabs 6, 60, 
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Principle, upon which' the Great Mover and Diſpoſer 
of all things a&ts, this being locked up and hid in the Ca- 
binet of his own Will, ro which only his Son and Spiric 
have a key, we have nothing to doe but to ſubmit in $i- 
lence. Whatever God - doth, faith the Preacher, however 
it may appeare outwardly Deformed or Miſ-ſhapen, yer 
nothing can be added to it or taken from. «: it hath init felfe 
an Entire and Abſolute PerfeRion; and the reaſon why 
God doth ſometimes bring _— and perplexing 
things to paſſe, is, that men might aiſpute! no, but cha 
they might feare before him. 

The uſe iis, if it be fo, that no man i a Competent 7udge of 
the Equity and Fuſtice of Gods Proceedings, then it ſhould 
Teach us, to ſilence owr Vaine Reaſonings in the Matters of 
God: we ſhould look upon them as Myſteries beyond our 
Reach, and therefore infinitely above our Cavill. Per- 
haps it is not a Rationall, I am ſure it 1s not a Chriſtian 
way of Arguing, Non inteligo, ergo non Credo. This 1 
do not underſtand, I cannot perceive how ſuch or ſuch a 
point can be made out by Reaſon,or can conſiſt with thoſe 
Concluſions which 1 have embraced, therefore I will not 
believe it. It is the Taske,and ir ſhould be the Triumph of 
Faith, to break through all ſuch Difficulties, & to remove 
even Mountaines of ſeeming Contradictions. The Apo- 
ſtle calls Faith owr Viitory, by which we overcome the World, 
and if Fairh overcomes the World, how much more ought 
it to overcome our Doubts; and our Reaſonings, which 
are but as it were the Clouds and Miſty part of the 

World. When our Saviour had diſcourſed concerning 
that great Myſtery of Living and Feeding upon him by 
Faith, the Apoſtles preſently cry out, This ts an hard [ay- 


- ng, who can beare 5t? this 1s ſo Abſurd and Irrationall, 


that there is no enduring it. Our Saviour perceiving 
how th en... oow doth gently acquaint them with 
the Reaſonof their Erroneous Apprehenfion, viz. —_— 

; ; they 


- againſt the Decrets of God. T: 
they judged according to fleſh, and humane appearance 
- thesS ns 5 faith he quickyeth, the fleſh prefitet h ke FEs my 
Wor they are ſpirit and they are life.v.63. 

- To apply this-doth any dealing of God, put thee into an 
* Anxious anda diſputing State, by all means ſuſpend 
cenſure, leaſt rhou ſhouldſt charge Ged focli/oly;and fearc 
firſt into the principle by which thou 25.2904 "4 þ whether 
it be Fl: or Spirit : for reaſen it ſelte, till it bepurged, 
till the dregps be taken off and refined by the ſpirit of 
God, ir is ſtill bur Flea weake, low and carnall Principle, 
- not at all fit for a Chriſtian ro own: but is indeed one of 
thoſe earthly members, which we are commanded to ſub- 
due and Mortifie. To diſtruſt our own underſtandings, 
not to paſle ſentence upon the firſt bluſh and offer of 
things,nor in ſpirituall concernments to be led by Humane 
appearance, this is the firſt and moſt Neceſſary part of 
ſelfe> deniall. 

This uſe may be improved in many Particulars, but 
there aretwo things I mainly intend it for. 

I. Firſt, zo fix, and ſettle our ſpirits, in that great,and ſo 
much Controverted Doftrine, concerning Goas decrees of ettr= 
wall Elin and Reprobation. 

2. Secondly To oooelſ and ſilence our murmurings, and 
repinings againſt God, in his Atts of Providence and outward 
acalings with us. 

| Pick the conſideration of mans unfitneſſe to Judg m 

** the matters of God,ought 70 ſerrle and fix ws in the Dottrine 

of Election and Reprobation. That God hath from all eter- 

nity choſen ſome, on: whom he will have mercy: and hath, 

ont of his good pleaſure, reprobated others, 1s cleare from 

this and many other places of Scripture. But to recon* 

E Cile this to Humane reafon,or to ſatisfy all the Objections 

© which may be brought from Fhiloſopby againſt it, 1 rhink 

"= the Apoſtle himſelfe did not pretend ro doe. Here in 
- wus verſe, he ſeemes to Ioply that the beſt way to ”_ | 


FP, 
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this controverſy, is not to diſpwre it:and in another place, 
when in a kind of Extaſie he cries out « B43; =0h rhe 
Depth, of the Riches of the knowledge and-wiſedome of God: 
How tn/crut able are his} #dgment 5,494 bis water unſearchabl:? 
Rom.11.33:; certainly he did hereby intend to put a ſtop 
unto vur enquiry,that we might not venrure into a depth, 
which we could not fathome. | 

Whar is ſaid by all fides in this diſpute, I have often, as 
farre-as my weakneſſe would give me leave,confidered, 
but yet could never find ſatisfaction in any thing, but in 
that queſtion of the Apoltles, and in bringing my reaſon 
toa Non pluſſe. | 

For whatever the Arminians pretend that the Doctrine 
of Abſolute Predeftination is Blaſphemors, and 1 know not 
what, becauſe it ſeemes tro make God the Author of Sin, 
yet indeed it doth/no more do it, if it be well weighed, 
then their Doctrine of Preſcience doth: for which reaſon, 
Soinrs, who very well underſtood the ' Controverſy, did 
not feare to deny even Preſcience it ſelfe: ſince whatever 
ws infallibly fore-known, muſt infallibly come to paſſe, 
that is neceſſarily. For to diſtinguiſh berween the ne- 
ceſſity of the event, and the -nece{liry of that which cau- 
ſes the event,is,Lconfeſſe a ſubrilty that 1 underſtand not, 
and am hopelefle ever to be ſatisfied in. 

Leaving therefore the Diſputers of this Ape, to the 
merciteſſe Fury of one anorhers Penns, 1 ſhall give ſome 
ſew Practicall rules, whereby whoever guides himſelfe,will 
be freed from all thoſe perplexities which his reaſon other- 
wiſe would e him in. 

Firſt, In all s never enquire what i rationall,but what 
& revealed: the Word of God alone,which is the ground of 
our Faith, ought to be the obje& of our ſearch. 1f you 
find this Do&trine, that God hath prepared ſome, even for 
everlaſting deftraition , while!# he hath coupaſſion on 
whers, and that meerely to manifeſt bis own Glory==if 


this. 


A oy) $f 3” 


va 


oo agdofttheDrrwf Git. iy 


*this Doctrine be plainly laid down thee, then farewell 
= Reſon, and fer your Faith on worke, to find our care 
of which number you your ſelves are. For there are the 
* *Saipere: and the Amaruure the Saved and the Loſt, whoſe 
= condition is as {ure and Irreverſible as ifthey were in 

Poſſeſſion of it already. 

Secondly, Let no debts or Perplexities takf you off from 

owr obedience. AS no man = feare to AO Goſ- 
pell-Truch upon its own termes, fo neither ought be by 
any conſequences of vaine &Carnall reaſoning to be with- 
drawn from the doing of his duty. He that finds in him- 
ſelfe ſuck: a frame, that he is reſolved to goe on, and leave 
the Iſſue toGod, though he periſh yer he will truſt in him: 
he will find at laſt al) his datkneſſe and dqubtings cleared 
upand ſcattered:for then we believe indeed,when wih t.4- 
brahamwe act even againſt & teyondall Humane Prebability. 

Thirdly Ze often asking your ſelves rhis Queſtion with the 
Apeſtle—what am 7, that I ſhould limit the Almighty,or 
Judg the Holy one of Iſrael? What are we, poore duſt 
and aſhes, that we ſhould looke up to God except it be 
with trembling and amazement: .to admire and not to di- 
ſpute his doings? For what are we, that we ſhould be pre- 
{cribing rules co him, and finding out new waies and me- 
thods of ſalvation, others then God himfſelfe hath been 
pleaſed ro diſcoyer? What are we,that we ſhould fit upon 
the Decrees of God, and ſtaine the wiſedome of Is conn- 
ſells, with the diri and mire of our own fancies? This 
Impartiall ſelfe examination will ſerve to care,or :t leaſt ro 
allay our Curioſity. | 

Laſtly» al bſputes and donbts: ever think, that part f 
the tenet [afeſt, which doth leaſt Humor mans Pride, and dot 
moſt advance Geds Glory: we cannot think too meanly and 
humbly of our ſelves, nor can we too much advance and 
exalt Gods Soveraignty. Tis this on which che Juſtice of 


Ul Gods din ded: ict God be Great and 
all Gods proceedings is grounded: iet Go. Glorious 
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Glorious, though every, man be miſerable. To make God 
all in all, beſides that it is our duty, is likewiſe nothing elſe 
but 'an Anticipation of bappineſſe, and is by the Apoſtle 
recorded--to be the Bleſſed Poſture, of our future ſtare. 
ICor.15.28. 
Cecondly,The conſideration of our Incompetence to fudge the 
equity of Geds proceedings, ſerves to ſwppreſſe and moderate all 
repinings at th: Providence of God in hts outward diſpen/ati- 
ens.No one thing is ſo great an inducement ro Arheiſme,8& 
direct denyall of God;as to diſtruſt the witedome & equity 
of his Providence. David confeſſeth that the temptation 
arifins from hence, did fo farre preyaile upon him, thar 
his feet had at moſt ſlipped--i. he was ult then (hiding, 
even almoſt going into ſome erroneous and blaſphemous 
conceit about this matter. The temptation was taken 
NYrom the proſperity of the wicked--7 was enviews at the 
foolib-laith he,v.z. when I [aw the proſperity of the wicked. 
Cur malzs bene ſit, has been a queition that much puzled 
the Heathen world, and ſome of them have many excel- 
lent ſayings about it: but to ſpeak the truth, they ſeeme 
to be only things of wit, rather then of ſerious judgment: 
for this is certaine, -who ever ſticks long upon this que- 
ſtion,cannot be guiltleſſe: ſince reaſon cannot reſolve it-- 
When I ſought to know this, ſaith David, it was too painful 
for me. v.16, Idid endeavour to debate and argue the 
caſe by my own reaſon, and from thence to anfwer my 
{cruples, but 1 could not doe ir, the objection did till 
prevaile and overmaſter me. What did David then? we 
find that he went into the Sanuary of God,v.17. he con- 
ſulted the Oracle, and there he found the reaſon of their 
Advancement---And then he concludes that diſcourſe , 
with taxing himſelfe of great folly, for not taking this 
courſe ſooner, but giving ſo much ſcope and latitude to 
Iis corrupt reaſoning--.So fooliſh was 1 and 5 gnurant, 1 was 
4 a Beaſt before thee. 1.2.2. 


That 


Y againſt the Decyees of Cod: 17 
” That which was Davids practiſe ought to be our 
2 when weare ſet upon with che ſame —— we hy 
== hved to ſee as great variety of ſtrange providences 7s any 
= nation. under Heaven; nor is the reaſon of this as yet re- 
= vealed, we cannot yet ſpell out Gods meaning, but cer- 
ainly he has a _ worke doing, which will in due time 
; beaccompliſhed. 
+ Solikewiſe in all particular events which concerne vs, 
* let us not ſo much conſider and reflect upon the things we 
| ſee and feele, as upon the hand which ſent them. This. 
will either eaſe our burdens, or at leaſt make us bear them 
with more cheerfulneſſe it we- conſider that God laid 
them on, whoſe Power we cannot reſiſt, whoſe wiſedome 
we ought not to queſtion. 
Let us ſtop our mouths,and quiet our difcontents with 
. this, that God is in the cloud, that he workes all things not 
* according to his will barely,though that was enough, bur 
according to the counſel! of his will. There is a wiledome 
and deſigne in every thing though we cannor reach it. 


Many impatient 7exahs there are in the World,who think 
it becomes them to quarrel! and conteſt with God,though 
they have but loſt their gourd. Whoſe ſpirit is like a trox- 
bled Sea, any ſmall wind-will raiſe a ſtorme and beget a 


tempeſt in them. | 
Let all ſuch hearken to that advice of Hamah--T alke no 

more ſo exceeding proudly, let not Arogancy come owt of your 1 Sam.2.2- 
mouth, for our Godis a God of knowledge, by him Aftions are 
weighed--And not Actions onely,but events likewile:there 
* are no (ſuch things as raſh, caſuall and unpremeditated 
® - events: but that part of the skale, which falls to our loc, 
whether for good or bad,comes onely, becauſe Godis ſo 

* pleaſed to order and turne the balance. 


FINTS. 


£ Wy Cen 7 ne yr arora "a. - 


Þ 


# 


W LLAES > 7 5 v4 0... 


Leye Fe Ws pie - 


-G ODS. 
Fn Fletion 


OF 


A certaine and limited Num- 
ber unto 


Ecernall Life: 


Aſerted and Cleared out of 


eAs 13.48. 


Ai7 Thy xupror TH xprmAy Th $2v7% & /rajene,ppl Peupos mrciiaerey 
& xv Sixny op arav, h0ogucds EL, {avoy Tp a TYs $Zobey 
ea17115 AauBbarorre;, Clem.STeaj:.4.p48-505. 


Cm 


OXFORD, 
Printed by 5, H ALL, 165 g. 


+ ee oo 


I , 
Kai entxvmny Lov: TEM Y/144y01 bouy bus Coy 41wy107. 


CAnd as ae, as were ordained to 
Eternall.life, believed. 


OR He Apoſtle Pavl having in a large diſcourſe 
332 Ft deduced Chriſtian Religion from uts very 
= Originall , and ſhewed, bow in the feverall 
d ages of the World, God ſtill carried on the 
ſame deſigne for the ſalvation of men by 7eſ#« 
Chriſt, as he that was not onely foretold, but figured in 
all their Legall Worſhip: you find=-2.45.the Jewes contra- 
. diting ava blaſpheming:—1. either railing on Chrif, or elſe 
, reviling Pawl, and ignominioufly lighting and traducing 
| the Doctrine which he bad delivered. 
20s Whereupon the Apoſtle (Tapjynagd{utro;=1, ſpeaking freely, 
Or plainly tells them that the loſſe and damage by ſo doing 
would onely redound to themſelves for hereby, viz. by re- 
fuſing the tender of Salvation ſo freely offered, they evi- 
; denced that they judged themſelves unworthy. ſo great a mer- 
- £2, and therefore they being, as it were Avrig7a*91T0; men 
:  felfe-condemned, he would have no more to doe with them, 
= but from thence forward publiſh the Doctrine of the : 
{ Goſpell ro the Gentiles:intimating that God till then bad : 
 empaled his Church; and confined it to the narrow circuit - 
+ Of7»dea,thereby as it were as 49, that ſun in a lan-.. 
+ terne;but, now God would refumc his whole right, _ 
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ereupan heres. The whes the Gentiles 
Ho ehis they were plad, and Gleriſied the Word of the Lurd 
_ as many as were ordained to Eternall' Life bilic- 
ve 

From the words I entend to inſiſt upon and cleare, two 
Propoſitions. 

7. Firſt—That there are ſome,and that 4 definite and limi- 
ted number, which are by God from | all ererwity ordained unto 
” ternal life or [alout ion.” 

2. Secondly that the reaſon why on: mas believer,i.embra- 
ces the means of ſalvation, and another doth not, i finally to be 
reſolved into Gods eternal Election of the one, and reprobation 
oy rejection of the other. 

" Db theſe doQtrings are cleere from the words of the 
rext,for this phraſe="Oop, 1743 pizei four &c. As many as 
were Ordained belirved uplies, firſt that ſome certaine per- 
fons were ordained, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the common hearers; and likewiſe it is added as 
a reaſon, why.theſe. believed, while rhe others continued 
in their impenitence: they were Ordained, therefore they 
Believed. - 

- Before I prove the firſt Propoſition viz: - T bat there are 
j me and that 4 cerraine number appointed unto life, —which 
I- think is evident-inthe rext—I muſt nor omit that this 
Word: nwey4«o. hath been yariouſly rendred,and many 

bare 'been made to; draw it from - trae and 


0955. TR The fumme of whar ay is brie- 
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ne pooh ſo that Or- 

daixed according to them ax.tas vie; {gu 'God, - but 


inch as are ry on TR by themſelves, Thus ring Grotine, 
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qc, for it is too mac 
e) bur contrary 

 Sorey =” of the y rn brag 
- pours ww? of Gram ee befignif Actively, is to me no great 
- wonder: for if they did nor this, they would looſe their 


' cauſe, andrthen what would become of rheir reputation 


- with their followers, which, whatever becomes of the 

-_ truth,muſt be ſecured: ſo impoſlible is it ro drive on thoſe 

| mer ag trades, of Goſpell obedience, and Humane 
e 

Rut ſince the Learned and Ingeruous Mr A/ede ſuffered 
lumſelfe to be ſo farre gone in his Criticiſmes, as to ren» 
- der this Word--1» Precintu=1i. ſuch whoare in a poſture 

| - lay hold upon, and candidates of Erernall life, quot quot 
ine & Claſſe fuerant credentizm, S0 that r1rayudecr 
£ fi Ordained but. Ordered -i. modo militers, In 
ranke and file as it were,marſhalled and Embarttelled unto 
— erernall life: This isa conceit ſo ſtreined, ſo unſuitable 
- Troccripture language: and withall { ich misbecoming 
- the: learning ofthat W man, cannot paſſe i 
over without obſerving theſe two chili, * 

I.Thart it is a very bard matter for the ſobereſt and beſt 
tempered Chriſtians,ſuch as 1 take Mr Aſede to have been, 
ro __—_— their reaſon and.to ſubdue their Learning 
m—__ ainneſſe and ſimplicity of the Goſpell. 

\ rien and for all thoſe who are ſiy- 

{ dents in Divinity, and who deſigne rhemſclves for thas 

Honourable, and never enough valued Profeftion' of 

| Preaching the Goſpell, that they make themſelves 

| ofit, as by all other excellencies, ſo eſpecially by 

% ad diigene ſearch; of the Scrprares in, that Orignd 
Languages 


hoprece dexacneſie.in thoſe Torgues, doe 
duſe our: ip cing of: their errors, 
while uiſh. berween a true Text 
anda bad comment. For L'doe not ſee how we can ra- 
tionally refuſcany Interpretation though falſe, if we are 
notable knowingly ro make out a better of our own. 
+ Bur. for che: clearing of this Text very little skill will 
ſerye, for who knowes not, that knowes any thing of 
Greeke,that nm wirer was never yer taken Attively, and 
that the word cannot be otherwiſe rendred here, then it 
4 every" where: elſe-viz. . Ordained or Appcinted. Thus 
Rom. 13. 2. the Powers that are, are mm yuirar vere Jane 
Appointed of 'Ged: And» AF. 17.26. God bath bound or 
lined <<19095 weoreray hrou=ethe fore-appanted ſeaſons--1. 
God hath ſec a fixed and certaine period unto the dura- 
tion of thoſe ſeverall changes and ſcenes of time, which 
he himſelfe bath preordained: {on this place TemViniye! wg 


Covly Aire are theſe that are by Gad certainly and infallibly 

appointed unto eteruall life. God being not Onely mpjas 
-xg6r»r,the dbſpoſer of ſeaſons, but of perſons. 

- "Theſe are they,wvho by the Apoſtle Pal are called 

| allready-whoſe ſalvation 1s as 

uf they were allready put into full 


oz pla hey are ſtiled mpoopro0 40 736 foreordained | 
er predeſtined to Grace and Gleyy; -and that we might not 
doubt, what it was that gave the. birth, and riſe to ſuch a 
Eob.1.5 gracious--:appointment-- The: Apoſtle addes that it was 
Epb.1.5 O«. ere mborar, according to the purpoſe of him, who doth not 
wait for nor depend upon outward morives,but works: al 

5 4ccording to the Counſel of his own will. 1 

\ \Rom. 11. - are called 8ex-9/3 yorrr&, the Eleftion of _- 

Grace 1, ſuch perſons of whoſe Ele&tion Grace onely > 
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"was the Cauſe; and-'y!7, id, the Election ) 

* L.e-thoſe whom God luch's d and” choſen -our from 
Ro Mankind; wn), for PORTS Hap- 
"Xo The force of theſe and many othesTexts of Scripture. 
1 torbe gy 50S make- all {ides-agree, - that Some, i»: 
—T panes anto Life, but who theſe are, that God 
if, kyow, {0 Socinns: that though ſome are Ap- 
2 No -_ there is a Poſſi —_ for All, fo Arminins; That 
Ye ſhorr, that Some ſaved is Certaine;, but that 
+ che Perſons and yoaom Number 15-unluniced and UNcer- 


BY - - Before therafent I orbve the Point by Ecriprare ive 

7 meemveo bowaie btcle- the ſad bona or . 
” men; who rake a Liberty ro Interpree-Revealed,T y 
' Rational! Notions, forin ſoidocing, through a juſt Judg- 
--, mentof God -upoiy rheir. Curioliry, :they are forced-t9 
' runintoand maintaine thoſe Fo and RienlowsErrors, 


' which a Sober man'would bluſh to own. +>: - 
- - - A$inthis Caſe, can jt be imaginable that - God ſhould 
| defigneany:ofhis Creatures unto Eteruall-Liſe, and " 
not know who they are? as Socinus affirmes, who! bri 

God, asthe Plarcniſts didof Old,” not chbuſing of 
= but Propoſitions; nor defi wn. woo: es ire 
> vation, and foto Faith:A vercne of his Pre- 
A ative; but onely to carne Ini _ ; upon: ſup- 
poo of Faith, which whierher any .w Ce Or Not, 
= thedothnot feare to Aſſerr, that God dt doth not 
© Know. $0 careleſle are,men of Gods Honour, while 

| Study and. Contend for their own. - For if the Caſe be 

| Indeed, God doth onely' leave himfelfe in the; Darke, and 
* doth not exerciſe his Power' and /Preſcience abovr. his 

1 Nobleſt Creature, Man. 
+ i» The Doctrine of Univerſall Redemption, though not ſo 
barefaced, yer labours woe the ſame Abſurdity: bet 4 
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- Oddtnivwererhicr ſhell beſindll; phhaie' is | 
20 Pot for all; vr 'eiſe we. muſt -coriclude Gods 
cndy Dudley end maintaine atoo Ap- 
Er Ohratataction: for if God knowes who ſhall be 1a- 
ved;rhen iris evident that theſe onely ſhall beſaved, who 
are ſo khown: whereas if there be a Poſfibiliry left for 
all, then it is Certaine,' that God did not infallibly know, 
who they were that ſhould be: Ry bur left the whole 


to Hazard. 
* Iſt conſe dee noe wil ing deſire to deal this 
yin any: to 1ay in 
weyla hen Thane fo for Gods Eternall Abſolute E = 4a 
yer the Seriprute being 1pm Poſitive in it tothat 
od oapatys ona a eup my Faith, and not wil- 
lingly Coikneieſabais Fate, or of 
Folly, cine madre:2o he: Teagke bur in 
+1 arp 7 1096-ogrodmahos 3 would faine 

what © written, 

her there irate Lhadet Number ed ro 
Satvation, n ; Scriprure, -in that Godis ſaid to 
Know whe'we bus, (2 Tim.'2; 19.' ie: Not thew Natures 
onely; bur' their Names alſo: for therefore our Saviour 
Lme. 10. 20. bids his Apoſtles in that their: N amcs 
wire written in Heoaves, put mto- Muſter-roll and 


Ee eng 92h der ge never be 
Pyotobayr chang Lord, faiththe apolite, 


* his Power as in his Actions adexiy4 to 

mls erg ſpeake neither Senſe nor Scrip- 
ture: for whom Ged forkpew,rhens, al them, & onely them, 
not in'their m their 
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= | os ee 017 
_ ourſelves Fraile wnd Fall Fallible. 
' The Reaſon of this is, decauſe every 4 of Gul Ab- 
Ore re den der ron in Aion whkns flow 


from it, Unconditionall arid: ew 
For the clearing of which Reaſon, icwill- be: neceſſary 


: wexphaine ith AQ ofEleſtion 1. How God,who Hledts, 
' SHow man, who tselefted; are tobe Confidered:'': 
" For the Firſt; Many -there be that think Gedin the 44 
of Bleflion, is tobe Conſidered ad @ }þ ; "and hence argue 
this Abſolute and Irreſ e Election from thofe 
and Obvious p | mnphent we pong b- Shall nat tht Ge". 18.25, 
:0/ all the Earth do right? foal God accept perſennd" ot a '£ 
one before another, when all ae Egualy, how TOR 
Mi Reconcileable ro his Juſtice? -- 
, Lankwer, "5 oy tomy Hedtion Gediencr to be 


Rulecay! be 1magined to! 

— God, except was wx hath- ſet himfelſe?- which 

= . AQ of BleQion; thar being Ezernall, and ho cy 

E Coen the Will of God, cannot rationally: ng 
'2. yore quia we 4 Fnlge; te to Beftow Re- 


bs np = RIES "which: Sts 


wards and Pumſpments fo Mit, buriin Eketion: 
a is Grace, and che End-is 

0 
wy God is mot ar all Obliged to' Man, he tharmade man, 
may freely appoint him to "whar Bnds be pleaſes, without 
| @vioghin any Injury: - for: harh- not - the Porter power "_ 
E 2 ts 


vere þ ives '0n- 

ly withirs, Faſhior | ing, contends with 

its Maker. There; the, Clay though it be;-not a; veſſel! of 

Honour, yet remaines Clay (till; 'but here nor. the Quality 

only, but che.Subſtance kewiſe is lubjx&.zo che Pleaſure 
of its Framer. 

D ack Agoſpple; being to give. 4-Reaſon of this 
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ethcr to an a t- Al- 

edgev.n. bang of$506, ern bunleke Rom.g.15; 
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paxge Di 


ſaved atiall Wa, my 


geicher 
5 br think -him- 


fre Deg 45A i des bur 
dp DET DIO00T2 bf 2 
the Perſons, whoare Elected, 
& Some, affixrme they. are.to be look- 
Kor Vice! That God fore[eeing ſome. would. 
< Faith = þ > nancy when it was offered them, he did: 
rave 19 verlafing. Life And this Con- 
KO Caper apr Fc our. Moderne Armonan, 


ba 26s may not ſeeme: 30 mcotha Matter, Was in, 
gene> 
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rall the. opinion of almoſt alf rhe Greeke and-Latine 
+ 57 remit dro Anuſtine © yi eee pond 


*- Times. , "They who have read them, will affirme'as much; 
3 bury hin doubt may read their Sayings to this Furs 
23 poſe, faubfully Collected by Yofſins in his Hiſtoria Pela- 


-* Burrthis Suppoſition, however Flauſible (as indeed what 
isnor; rhar gives man a Power) and though backed with 
ſo mach Aurhority, yet ſeems to me to be directly con- 
trary both to Reaſon and Scripture. 

Bets tO Reaſon, becauſe 

This puts ſomething.'as a'Canſe to meve Gods will: 
forif Faith Renton in man were the' Cauſe why" God 
choſe him, then ſomething withour God ſhall' have an 
Influence upon him: which ccreainly is very Abſurd; if 
not Blaſphemus: for if God ſhall -be ſuppoſed to token 
Reafon of bivikeiings from ſomething without himſelſe, * 
thar thing muſt needs alter him, and conſequently' be 


greater than he. 


- _ Secondly, becaufe rho wrt) Faith thus foreſeen ic the Gife 
| of God, yr {tle affirmes Eph. 2.8. and none that” 
+ knowdenyit- fothatif:Faxrb friſeew were the Cavſe' of 
Fa —_—_ any, the Decree of ok muſt thus be' 6rdered—— 


I foreſee that 1 will give ſuch a one Faith, therefore I de- 
cree that 1 will ſave him, i.e. I decree to we the meanes, 
before 1 have yet appointed the End: which is'a Merhod 
of Marſhalling Decrees, that a knowing Heathen 
wou!d be aſhamed to think of. | 

: More might be urged, bur T haſten to Ecripttre Con- 
furation: we-- find our Saviour fayes of his Diſciples 
(which whoſees not bow Applicable it is to all 'the Plect 


| that be. choſe - them,” they had not choſen. him, Foh. 15.16. 
| burt/if Faith foreſeen were a Cauſe, he muſt "have ſaid rhe 

© cleane 'contrary, for -then he would have choſen them, 
2 mg 8p bad"firſtchoſe him; |. 


E 3 And 


WW -: ; 544 pe 
.. Andihe Apoltle 7 x. Ep. 4.10, ſayes, this 5s hover, 
my at we loved firſt, but that be loved ws, and for that 
ofa ſerit bis Sow, got as forekeeing our Aﬀection, bur as 


JOTR 60 Jar, pad fencuning 6 ws the ts of 


And the Apoſtle Paw! doth every where aſſert Faith 
tobes Frair and not « Cauſe Of Eleftien, thar we are 
choſen wato Good Works, not for them, i. e, that they 
who are Predeſt5#cd, ſhall certainly Believe, not they who 
Believe were wag wk Predeſtines, which is the fumme 
of his Diſcourſe E 

50 that inche Arco Election men are to be makide- 
red as meerly Paſlive, i Le; a5 Greatwres, not 2s Believers, 
as ſuchwho/ were liable 26 be diſpoſed by God how be 


bur bad no Poſibulry of meriting any thing from 


Tg affirmed of the TIſrazliterin Generall, Dew. 7. 
God choſe them, not bicauſe they. were better, or more 


then other People, but becauſe he ſet his Heart wpon 
Agd left ſhould perbaps pride chemſelves 
FD, that for > uneye he —_—_ 
' 'Shis Pnviledge was given them, they. are ex to 
thexe was go ſuch "matter, for rhey were a fiiffenecked and 
Rubelliow Pevgle,” Der. 9.6. Able rather to thwart, and, 
if poſlible; to undoe Gods Election, then to procure it. 
Thus we find Aſarh.1 1 tha Chr preached the Goſpell 
to Bethſaida, and £0 them of Caperzaxm, who were io 
far from meriting, that our Saviour 'affirmes of them, 
obey nam eh had they enjoyed the like Fayour, 
mud ve As wark wore repentantant thes they. 
And 0 conclude in Particulars, the Apoſtle Par! hand-, 
very Ar and intending for ever, ſo far 
as Scripture will reach; eo ſilence the Diſpurer 
res ma own Cod alone may haye the Glory of bis 
Grace, he inſtances in 7acob , who was by Virtue _ 
Ablo- 


\ 


, 


xt 
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© ralt Condition ſerving to |  Erernall or teſt 
2 - any Imaginarion ſhould ariſe, asiFZacob in himſelfe were 
= the more deſerving of the Two, he faies it was done before 
any of them had done either Good or Evill, Rem:9.11. And 
A v4 hould be Asked, how it came to paſſe that one was 
- taken, and the other left, what" did induce God topur 
ſucha Difference between Two, who were Morally E- 
-  quall, and vm Fon was to have the Advantage, 
Apoltle addes, that it was done to'this End, thar the 
> 0.106 Ber according to Election might fland, not 'of 
Workgs, but of bim that calleth, Wherein the Apoſtle plea» 
ding the Cauſe of Gods Honour, and being Jealous of 

his Prerogartive, reſolveth all things - into Gods Purpoſe, 

and referres us thither to ſeek the Ultimate Difference of 
men's either Temporall or Eternall Condition. And he 
that will not acqueſce, when he thus finds ic written, but 

will bring his Wit to ſtrive and Wreſtle againſt the Will 

of God, Re cannot alter that, but onely unhappily 

, evince to bimſelfe, that while he continues that: Humor, 

he is not of the Number of Gods Ele, for all that are; 

a Willing, Humble, and Obedient People. - nh 
Again{t this which hath been urged, there is that 1 know 

of bur one Confiderable Objettion; and thar is, if rhe 

N umber of thoſe which ſhall be ſaved be limited and Certaine, 

* fo that thrre is no Poſſibility far mere, how comes it to paſſe 
'- that the Prophets and Apoſtles, are ſo Importunate, with all 

- indifferently to Come in, and Repent, that they nwighe be (aved: 
and God him{elfe 1s of ten brought in in Scripture chiding and 
Expeſtulating with Sinners for deftroging themſelves, and 

fr refuſing Salvation, which ſeems tobe a V aia and Ludi- 
crows thi , if the Number be ſo Set atriady, that there is no 

- - Roome for more. : | 

 _ This ObjeQtion is yet made more Tragicall OT 
> many Heavy charges and Endirements, winch are - 


4 —_— : F —; + % 
- *cat> l LES 4 *4.. "on ad 24> < — \ ">> Tie i =": 
l : = . , : - - dl” of & A 2 . Y - 
<6 i Sen . For ET "4 y als. ot. > 3M. $_s <ort * , —_— C3 
a -; - > » Y - p ” . - a 
__ L - <+** D> 4 : - "4 . A av L . > © . d i w- 
je _ - | : OE : 
: , * 
_ 3 ds Abſolute Ele ion 
iz Gods Abſolute Ele ton 
& » Af 


#5 wack So wWF"Y, 7 ww {® 


up agaitiſtthis, as ſome tile it; Partiall and Cruel! dea- 
ling, fromthe Common' Places 'of Gods Juſtice and Mer- 
cy;which'men' who love 'themſelyes are very willing to 
large; and therefore eaſily hearken- te thoſe who dare 
deckime nponſuch \Subjects: But theſe Vaine and Emp- 
ty Flouriſhes, - however inſoluble they may ſeeme to 
fome, who are-guided by -che firſt Impreſſion and found 
of Words, are ofno Importance, if we fix Election onely 
upon Gods Wi#; ' for this will preſencly cur off all Witty 
Cavills, ifwe'cari prove that -God will indeed have it fo, 
and therefore Tlook upon the former - Objection as their 
ren th beeknteie/ iminediarely tends to Practiſe, 

and feemes to beger this Opinion, 'that Gods Secrer and 
Revealed will do Thwart & Contradict each other. There- 
fore I anſwer - - : | 

»\| x, : That though few ſhall be ſaved, and thoſe: Few deter- 
muned, yet becauſe they are unknown to us, we are to look upon 
all 4s in'a ſaveable Condirion. Thus the Prophets and A- 
poſttes Uid in their fo frequent and Repeated Inſtances 
with thoſe to whom they preached, and their Example 
weare to | follow: For peremprorily to conclude again{t 
any, and to dzny-them the meanes of Salvation, becauſe 
they are not Elecred, is an Uncharitable Preſumption in 
us, which we ſhall more heavily account for, then they 
will do for their Diſobedience and Unbeliefe. 

© 2- » Theres no ather way for thoſe who are Elected, to 
come to the' Knowledge of the: Truth, but by a Generall Pre- 
Poſall o f it Tndifferently to all; which is our Saviours mea- 
ning.in thoſe many Parables, which intimate a Promiſcu- 
ous. Call,: from whence be: concludes, that though mary 
are Called, yit few: are Choſen; and we may invert the 
oluion-thus,” though Few are Choſen, yet many 
be called. In this World the Tares and the 'Whear - 
muſt be equally Tended, and though they grow together __ 


with ſome diſcernable Difference, yet i; js not the _ 
{M4 ers 
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ſters buſineſſe to make a Finall Sepatation. | 

- Laſtly, There 1s a'T wofold end in Preacking the Goſpel, 
the ſirſt and princi [all 5 ts bring in Geds Eleft, but Seconda- 
rily it ſerves to cend:mne the Reprobate, and to make their 
"Damnation fuſt.. Yor what can they pleade at the laſt 
day to Juſtihe their Unbeliefe; ſince when they were Cal- 
led as it were by name, yer they did-willingly exclude 
themſelves, and thereby, as the Apoſtle layes of the 
Jewes here, j#dged themſelves UVnworthy of Eternall Life. 

Thus the Apoltle faies that Gods Dromty and Spiritual 
Being was diſcovered in the Creation: and it it was asked to 
what Purpoſe, ſince fo few did either Believe or Worſhip 
him as they ought, he anſwers, that it was for this End 
=== Bis 70 42) awry Aremeyinre, Rom. 1.20. That they 
might have nothing to Pleade, no quirke nor Apology 
left to Excuſe their Atheiſme and Idolatry. 

And if oxr Goſpel! be hid, ſaith he, 5c is Hid to thoſe which 
are loſt;, 2. Cor.4.3. diſcovered to them, but hid in them, 
becauſe they do not take paines, as they ſhould, to ſearch 
out its inward and Spirituall meaning. 

So we are, faith he, gvuNe 247, a ſweet ſmelling Sacri- 
fice to Goa, 2 Cor.11.13. both @ 3s Ea ouivols, and & m5 
"A TDMAvuar o'r, in the ſaved and in the loſt. L EE, Wwe do God 
good and acceptable Service, when we preach the Word, 
whether it ſerves to Save or to Condemne, fot in the one 
Gods Mercy, in the other Gods Juſtice is manifeſted. 
Thoſe that come in will find mercy, for thereto they were 
appointed: thoſe that ſtand our, ſhall be ſure of Juſtice, 
becauſe when they were ſummoned as well as others, yet 
they would nor, becauſe they would nor: They did , vo- 
luntarily contemne the Word of Life, and therefore can 
blame none bur themſelves, if at laſt they findita Word 
of Death. 

If any think this Har and Severe, 1 cannot deny but 


it is ſo, and thus the Apoſtle thoughgit Rom. 9. 22. aa 
| c 
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he fayes, that God herem did manifelt 1 his Aner as 
welt as his Power. Nay, he gaes ſomewhat farther, and 
ſpeaking of the ſame Decree, Rom.1 1.22. he calls it 'amrn- 
14 a» Swv, the Extreme Rigor and ſharp Severity of God, but 
from thence he doth nor take occaſton to enveigh again(t 
tt, as our Bold and Blafphemous diſputers doe, but con- 
cludes as it were in a Rapture, v.33. NC&433Z -— Oh the 
Depth &Cc. 

As for thoſe many Expreflions wherein God 1s ſaid to 
declare his willingneſle that 4/7 ſhould be faved, (as 
IT im 2.4. &c.)they may exther be Jnterpreted of Gods 
will as declared by the Preachers of 1t; which is Indefinite 
to'AY that Believeand Repent: orelſe, they may be un- 
derſtood Aronral.;, and ſpoken after the manner of 
men, in the fame fenſe that God is faid to have Flies 
and Eares and other Bodily Parts, whereby he is pleaſed 
to render himſelfe intelligible by us. For if God did 
indeed Will the Salvation of A1/,then it is Certaine that All 
would be ſaved, for God can do whatever he wills: bur ſince 
It is manifelt that // are not Saved, it is evident likewiſe 
that God did nor will 4/! ſhould be ſaved, for who hath 
reſifted bes WH? 

As for that 7ellesty, 1.e. 3 kind of Longing, Wiſhing, or 
Woulding diſpoſition in- God, which ſome raſhly bring 
in to falve their Phenomena by, ſince it is Ineffetuall and 
conſequently Imperfect, it is altogether unfit ro be al- 
cribed to God, for it is nothing elſe but Infirmity and 
Want of Power in Man. 

So much for the Firſt Obſervation. 

D.-2- The ſtcond Obfervation was this, that the 
Reaſon why one man believes, i.e. embraces the meanes of 
Salvation, and another doth net, is finally to be reſolved mio 
Goaseternall Eleltion of the one, and Reprobaticn of the other: 
or more briefly thus, that onely thoſe who arc ordain:d avto 


ofernall Life, either do or can believe. | 2:24 
| And 
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'. Andthe Reaſon s briefly this, becauſe oely thoſe who 
are defioned ro the End, ſhall be made effetuall Partakers 
of the Manes which leads ante it, 

Thus our Saviour Afath.13. rendring a Reaſon why 
ſome did nor underſtand his DoQtrine, he gives this, be- 
cauſe to them it was not given: and the Apoſtle calls the 
Goſpell « Savoxrr of Life, onely. ZwCoutroy to the Sa- 
ved. 1 Cer. 1 (1. e.) Actually deſigned to Salvation. And 
the ſame Apoſtle exhorting the T h:{alonians to Faith and 
Love, he gives this as a Motive, 1 The. 9. becauſe they 
were not appointed to Wrath , but to obtaine Salvation by 
7eſus Chriſt. Where by the way, we may take notice, 
that a Certaine Knowledse of our Eternall Ele&ion is fo 
far from hindering any in the Practiſe of Godlineſle, that 
it 15 by the Apoſtle uſed as an Argument to quicken their 
Endeavour, as if he had faid, becauſe God hath Appoin- 
red you unto Ecernall Life, therefore labour after the 
Meanes which leads unto it. 

There is a ſertled Chaine and Connexion of Cauſes, 
which do immurably inferre one another: To be ſaved 
preſuppoſes Obedience, Thar, Faith, That, the Gift of 
God, and that runs up to the Higheſt Link, which is the 
Grace and Fayour of God to every poor believer. It is 
certaine that # mirawy 4 2755, all have not the Grace, be- 
cauſe they want the Gift of Faith: that being not thrown 
at Randome on all, but reſerved as a Peculiar Bleſting 
for Gods choſen ones;and them he calls, while he leaves 
others to their Naturall Hardnefle and Impenitence, 

It is not in Vaine or Figuratively ſpoken onely 2 Cor. 
5.17. that every Believer is Kaz.4 Knorg,. Jaid to be mew 
borne, againe created and Faſhioned &&. but theſe Phraſes 
imply this Neceſſary Truth, that as none but thoſe who 
are created men, can put forth the Acts of men, and ſuch 
Creation they could not procure nor contribute to them- 


ſelyes, becauſe as yet they were not; ſo none but thoſe 
F 2 who 
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who are Created unto Good Workes, can hve in them, 
becauſe Naturally they want a Principle, whereby they 
ſhould underſtand or Reliſh them.- And this is the Be- 
nefit of that Erernall Eletion, whereby God workes in all 
that be loves all their workes both in them and for them, Phil. 
2. 13. that they might know and Conteſle to the praiſe 
of his Glorious Grace, that 5: z not in him that Wills, nur 
in him that Runs, but only in.God that ſhewes Mercy, Rom. 
9. 16, 

Before I make any Uſe, 1 muſt prevent an Objection, 
which every man Naturally is ready to Urge, and not to 
take Notice of it, were to prevaricate with the Truth. 
The Objection is this, if sr be ſo that Some, and that a Li- 
mited Number are Appointed to Life, and onely [uch can be- 
lieve, then 1t follows that we may Isve as we liſt, fer if we cre 
Appointed to Life we ſhall be ſaved, God will in his good tire 
Accompliſh his Purpoſe concerning #s, which all or Endea- 
vour can neither Promote nor Alter. 

To this Objection which moſt Carnall Minds do not 
onely Reafon but Live by, I may Anſwer as the Apoſtle 
did, when having aſſerted the Freenefle of Grace, and 
how altogether undeſerved tt was on our part, he brings 
in a profane perſon asking this Queſtion, /aall we continue 
in Sin, that Grace may Abound ? Rom. 6.1.e . what ſhall we 
put God to it, and Try if we can Out-ſin the Riches of 
his Meccy? To this the Apoſtle replies only M3 34:07, 
let it nct be, Or it may not bey ſuch a Thought can never 
ariſe in any ones Heart, who does Truly underſtand what 
Mercy meanes; 

So may 1 ſay here, if any who conceives himſelfe Ele- 
cted, ſhall draw: this Concluſion from hence, becauſe God 
hath choſen me; and I am ſure of my Salvation, therefore 
I will run-on and provoke him daiely, and ſtrive as it 
were, to blot out.and'Crofle his Decree: 3 zo, Thou 
canſt not do it, thou canſt nor apprehend that God i 
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= thee with an everlaſting/loves, and ſingled thee out from the 
= lumpe of mankind when {o many millions were to be undone . 
= erernally, but it will worke upon thee, and melt all thy affecti- 
- onsintoa gratefull returne ot ſervice unto that God, to whom 
thou art obliged tor ſo infinite and undeſerved mercy. 
But it any who hath 4 mindro live wickedly ſhall Argue-- 
 1f +am not deſigned to life I ſhall be damned, let me do what 1 
can-- I anhwer 
Firſt, rhat cbere 5 yo poſſibylity for any truth to be ſo cleare, but 
that evill men may abuſe it to their own deſtruction: and 1 believe 
every one ſecs how the making Gods decrees conditionall will 
lead a corrupt mind to the ſame Inference, For he may as well 
ſay--It God foreſee, that I ſhall believe, 1 ſhafl believe;and ſo 
in the meane while take his liberry; Bur 
Secondly, Conſider that as Gods decree of Election hath no 
influence to Neceſſitate the will" of avyy , but he that believes 
though ordained to it, yet believes freely and willingly, fo rhe 
Decree of —_—_— hath no influence at all to the Danming 
any: becauſe though thoſe who are Reprobated ſhall eertaine- 
ly be damned, yet ſentence ſhall not paſſe upon them according 
to the act of Gods Reprobation, but according to the merit of 
their works. Gods decree is made by power, but it's executed by 
Law; and therefore while thy damnartion is yet uncertaine, doe 
not diſpute thy ſelfe1nto ſuch a ſtate, as to endeavour to mak 
It. juit, a 
Laſtly, The Rmle of our Obedince ts not Gods decree but Goas 
command. © Moſes when he had given the Law, exhorts them 
to walke according to it,and to check their Inquiſitiveneſſe,rells 
them that they were nc to Aſcend into Heaven, there to pry and 
> fearchinto Gods Decree concerning themſelves, ' 4t the word 
= was nigh them, un their hearts that they might do it,DEUT11.12. 
E And thereaſon is bottomed upon that eternall and unanſwe- 
& rable truth--Secrer rhings belong roGed, but things revealed to n5-- 
*>tbat they may be our rule to-walke by. 
$0 that in ſhort we are ſo to aſcribe all Powe 1 & Praiſe toGod, 
= F 3 as 
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who are Created unto Good Workes, can live in them, 
becauſe Naturally they want a Principle, whereby they 
ſhould underſtand or Reliſh them. And this is the Be- 
nefit'of that Erernall Eletion, whereby God workes in all 
that he loves all their workes both in them and for them, Phil. 
2. 13. that they might know and Conteſle to the praiſe 
of his Glorious Grace, that 5t # not in him that Wills, nor 
in him that Runs, but only in.God that ſhewes Mercy, Rom. 
9. 16. 

Before I make any Uſe, 1 muſt prevent an Objection, 
which every man Naturally is ready to Urge, and not to 
take Notice of it, were to prevaricate with the Truth. 
The Objection is this, if ir be ſo that Some, and that a Li- 
mited Number are Appointed to Life, and onely [uch can be- 
lieve, then it follows that we may Ivve as we liſt, fir if we cre 
Appointed to Life we ſhall be ſaved, God will in his good time 
Accompliſh his Purpoſe concerning #s, which all our Enaca- 
Vour can neither Promote nor Alter. 

To this Objection which moſt Carnall Minds do not 
onely Reaſon bur Live by, I may Anſwer as the Apoſtle 
did, when having aſſerted the Freeneſſe of Grace, and 
how altogether undeſerved tt was on our part, he brings 
in a profane perſon asking this Queſtion, ball we continue 
1 Sin, that Grace may Abornd ? Rom. 6,1.e . what ſhall we 
pur God to it, and Try if we can Out-{in the Riches of 
his Meccy? To this the Apoſtle replies only M3 34:7, 
let it net be, Or it may not bey ſuch a Thought can never 
ariſe in any ones Heart, who does Truly underſtand what 
Mercy meanes. | 

So may 1 fay here, if any who conceives himſelfe Ele- 
cred, ſhall draw: this Concluſion from hence, becauſe God 
hath choſen me; and I am ſure of my Salvation, therefore 
I will run.on and provoke him daiely, and ſtrive as it 
were, to þlot out. and Crofle his Decree: M1 zio-7, Thou 
canſt not do-it, thou canſt not apprehend that God oy 
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= thee with an everlaſting'loves, and ſingled thee out from the 
= lampe of mankind when ſo many millions were to be undone . 
= eternally, but it will worke upon thee, and melt all thy affecti- 
 onsinto a. gratefull returne ot ſervice unto- that God, to whom 
thou art obliged tor ſo infinite and undeſerved mercy. 
But if any who hath 4 mindro hive wickedly ſhall Argue-- 
Ht am not deſigned to life I ſhall be damned, let me do what 1 
can--I aniwer 
Firſt, that cbere a5 no poſſibylity for any truth to be ſo cleare, but 
that evill men may abuſe it to their own deſtruction: and 1 believe 
every one ſees how the making Gods decrees conditionall will 
lead a Corrupt mind to the ſame Inference, For he may as well 
ſay--If God foreſee, that I ſhall believe, 1 ſhafl believe;and fo 
in the meane while rake his liberty, Bur 
Secondly, Conſider that as Gods decree of Election hath no 
influence to Neceſſitate the will" of avy , but he that believes 
though ordained to it, yet believes freely and willingly; ſo rh+ 
Decree of __—_— hath no influence at all to the Damning 
any: becauſe though thoſe who are Reprobared ſhall eertaine- 
ly be damned, yet ſentence ſhall not paſſe upon them according 
to the act of Gods Reprobation, but according to the merit of 
their works. Gods decree is made by power, but it's executed by 
Law; and therefore while thy. damnation 1s yet uncertaine, doe 
not diſpute thy ſelfe1nto ſuch a ſtate, as to endeavour to make 
it. jult, f 
Laſtly, The Rwle of our Obedince is not Gods decree but Goas 
command. © Moſes when he had given the Law, exhorts them 
to walke according to it,and to check their Inquiſitiveneſle, tells 
. them that they were nt ro Aſcend into Heaven, there to pry and 
| ſearchinto Gods Decree concerning themſelves, ' 4t the word 
E was nigh them, umn their hearts that they might do it, DEUT1IT.12. 
& - And the reaſon is bottomed upon that erernall and unanſwe- 
+ rable truth--Secrer things belong ro God, but things revealed to #5 
that they may be our rule to -walke by. | 
$0 that in ſhort we are ſo to aſcribe all Powe 1& Praiſe toGod, 
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as to looke upon and acknowledge him the great and ſupreme 
diſpoſer of all things--bur yer we are ſoo live in our obedi- 
ence and ſubmiſlion to his command, as if nothing was at all 
decreed concerning us, but that we were wholly'left to the 
counſel] and powec of our own will. 

For if we conclude again{t our felves,and live like reprobates, 
we are {ure to periſh. 

Burt it with hearty and zealous endeavour we ftrive to doe 
the will of God, and leave the event unto his mercifull provi- 
dence,apainſt ſuch, I dare boldly affirme it, there 1s no condem- 
nation, and rhe world ſhall ſooner periſh then ſuch a ſoule mil- 
carry. 

. Therefore the T/e I ſhall make of this diſcourſe, ſo neceſſary 
for theſe cavilling times, is to exhort vs all chat we would leave 
off dsſputins and fall to praftife. 

Since it 1s certaine that the forndation of God ftandeth ſure 
which is this, that God knoweth who are his, --1., knoweth them de- 
finitely,we may vexe and diſtemper our telves by wrangling, bur 
we ſhall nor be able to ſhake or alter thar. 

All the wiule we are diſputing we are like Abrahams Ram 
caught by the hornes in the Thicket, when we ſhould be offe- 
red up in facrifice,we are vainly ſtrugling to entangle and ſnare 
our ſelves with our own Dilemmas. 

It-would be counted madneſle in a Traveller,who has a great 
way to goe, and but a little time to performe his Journies 1n, 
if he ſhould leave his road, and needleſſely run into a wood, 
where, beſides the troubleſomeneſſe of the paſſage, he is ſure to 
looſe his time , if not himſelfe, and in the end fit down to la- 
ment his folly. 

No lefſe unwiſeare we ifwe leave the ſafe and known path 
of Gods Commandments, to wander in the endleſſe maze and 
Labyrinth of Gods decrees. 

Ifin worſhip, when a man ftrives to ſerve God more ſtrictly 
or ina more ſpecious manner then rhe rule warrants him, his 4 
whole deyotion is {lighted with a. 25 Requifivit hec?who bad ©» 
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+9] you trouble your /elfe with theſe things? how much more ſe- 
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yerely ſhall he be reproved,who ventures upon a forbidden as 
well as undoins curioſity ? 
In ſhort all che while we are arguing, we are out of Gods 


*way; and inthe way onely of our own inventions; and till we 
get out of it, we may juſtly teare that the iſſue will be,confuſion, 
amazement,doubring,and art laſt deſpaire. 


If men would but once g09470 63578 orgoore7y be ſober in their 
reaſonings, it would appeare but a modeſt requeſt, that God 
and his word alone ſhould have the honour, above and beyond 


our private conceptions. For he will be found juſt, when he 


- comes to Judgment, but woe be to that man who daires arraign 


. him? 


Whatever vaine en may anogate to themſelyes, and upon 


- the confidence of ſuperficnall and empry Rhetorick, venture to 


entern edle with, and to paſſe their cenſure upon matters ſo in- 


> finitely above their teach, yer they will find at laſt, that obedi- 


of 
© 


ence is better then knowledge, that ſelfe denyall is rhe onely 
Goſpel:-ſacrifice, and of all Chriftians, the humbleſt Chriſtian ts 
the beſt. Theretore 

Secondly, Since there are certaine Number appointed unto Eter- 
nall Life, let 1s give ovr ſelves no reſt, till we ean comfertably pro- 
ncxnce to our ſelves that we ire of that Number. 

Many are the ſignes by which a man may judge of tis eternall 
condition, and one of them is expreſſed herein the Text--That 
who were Ordained unto Eternall life believed--1. Believed the 
word ot the Lord,concerning ſalvation by Chrift. 

<0 that g9e preſently and aske your ſelves this queſtion, do 1 
believe ? z. Am I willing to receive Chriſt, and Salvarton? Yes, 


> perhaps you will fay, I am willing, 


Then $0 on farther and aske , but am I willing to receive 


| Chriſt upon his owne Termes,to acknowledge my owne wretch- 
Fedneſſe without him,to fly to him, as 1 would to Shore out of a 
Tempelt ? Do 1 ſee my ſelfe in ſo Undone and loſt a Condition, 
that nothing but his ſatisfaction can relieve me? then goe by 
| it. 
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Chris chlls thee, he: callsthet-apeffecrually, 25 if thou heardſy | . 
4 oye from Heaven ſaying;/Conie::': Come ware me chow weary: | 
and laden Soule and I will give thee reſt, Mat: 2.28: Come with © 
all chy Sins ;- nay wich alt thy. Feaxes upon thee;and 1 will cake 
thy.;Burdeg, -Lwilllettle thy Diſtractions , and ſpeake to thy * 
ſoule in-the-midſt of irs Diſquiers ;, Soule bear peace, I can make 
wp all thy Wants,and am able-roſave to.the uritermolt. 

WK after rhischon canſt be content with. but Chriſt, if 
thou artyilling to quit.all-for-hutn, and to count the world only 
as a " root thy Faith or Patience mult be daily exer- 
Cifed: > es doſt find char ſweetnefle in the Face. of a Recon- 
ciled God .as x > earchly enjoyment could bribe thee, to a willing 
commiſſion of any knowne fin againſt him., then goe and emer 
_— ny. Reſt, Hr eng 6. of thy furure j 30y-.- For if the 

of thee;and thou perſevereſt in it, Heayen. and 
OT are as ſurely thine as if thou wert allrad there: and 
£69 while chou/liveſt,thou art Sa it ſo \higha ſphere of fc- 
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[- Bur erin they w who know what. Ecernicy isand how neare 
0 it,how, every minute, for ought they know,may-waft, 


woe lo r deferre-the enquiry : 
Jo, Cn they, 


motives ar "wg, ire Paledropreical yowothis wy of 
exatnining theit future ſtate... 
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